My War Memories, 1914-1918
of peace at all, even at the cost of considerable sacrifices. And even if there had been a chance, either in May, 1915, or later, not only the German Military Party, but almost the whole German people would have refused it so long as they felt proudly confident of their strength. This confidence and strength should have been fostered by the statesmen, in order to keep the will to victory alive in the country, and preserve it from the immeasurable disaster of defeat. The determination of our enemies being what it was, there could be no middle course. Our will in the matter was of no account. That of the enemy was not yet broken. When this had been effected by military victory the diplomats might talk about reconciliation—if they still wanted to.
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For four years the Field-Marshal and I worked together like one man, in the most perfect harmony, With the most profound satisfaction I saw him become the German national hero of this war, the very personification of victory for every German.
The Field-Marshal permitted me to participate in his glory. At the celebration of his yoth birthday on the 2nd October, 1917, he put that sentiment into particularly touching words.
The Commander-in-Chief bears the final responsibility. He bears it before the world, and, what is harder, before himself, his own army and his own country. As Chief of Staff and First Quartermaster-General I shared his responsibility to the fullest extent, and have always been fully conscious of the fact. I am ready to answer for my actions at any time.
Our strategical and tactical views were in complete agreement, and harmonious and confident co-operation was the natural result' After discussion with my assistants I used to lay my ideas for the initiation and conduct of all operations briefly and concisely before the Field-Marshal. I have the satisfaction of knowing that from Tannenberg to my resignation in October, 1918, he always agreed with my views and approved my draft orders.
Our conception of the character of this war of nations and the
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